Central Florida Chapter of the International Association of Special Investigation Units Bylaws


ARTICLE I – NAME:

Section 1

This organization shall be known as the Central Florida Chapter of the International Association of Special Investigation Units, and is hereinafter referred to as the “Chapter”. The name of the Chapter shall not be used publicly by any member other than by use of their membership card for identification purposes, without the expressed written permission of the Board of Directors. This shall not restrict the officers or appointees or agents of the Chapter in the use of the name to fulfill the purpose of the Chapter.

ARTICLE II — OBJECTIVE:

Section 1

The objectives and purpose of this Chapter shall be:

A To promote a coordinated effort within the insurance industry to combat fraud;

B. To provide education and training for insurance investigators;

C. To develop and promote a greater awareness of the insurance fraud problem;

D. To encourage professional standards of conduct among insurance investigators;
-

E. To support legislation which would act as a deterrent to the crime of insurance fraud; and

F. To promote a cooperative effort between the Chapter, law enforcement and prosecuting attorneys for the purpose of combating insurance fraud.

ARTICLE III — MEMBERSHIP:

Section 1 - Definition

Membership shall only include: Members in current “good standing”, of the International Association of Special Investigation Units.

Section 2 — Application for Membership

Applications for membership shall be made to the Board of Directors, and admission to the Chapter shall be determined a majority vote of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors shall give due consideration to the applicant’s personal and professional standing in the community and other qualifications it deems applicable.

Section 3 — Termination of Membership

Membership in the Chapter shall terminate by:

1. A member’s voluntary withdrawal;

2. By a two-thirds majority vote of the Board of Directors, when the Board, in its discretion,                                  determines that any member has exhibited conduct inconsistent with the objectives and qualifications of the Chapter;

3. When the member’s primary function or responsibility no longer involves the investigation of suspect and/or fraudulent insurance claims; and

4. By the Chapter’s Secretary/Treasurer, who will notify the Board for action for failure to make payment of dues or other obligations to the Chapter.

Section 4 — Charter Members

Chapter members whose membership began prior to January 1, 1994, shall be considered Charter Members of the Chapter.

Section 5 — Voting

1. Each Chapter member company and/or organization (Division of Insurance Fraud, National Insurance Crime Bureau, etc.) shall have one vote.

2. Voting for the election of officers and Board members shall be conducted by a written, secret ballot.

3. Members not present for an election meeting may submit their ballots to the Election/Membership Committee prior to the election date. No ballots will be accepted after the formal election has been conducted.

ARTICLE IV:

The chapter is organized and shall be operated for charitable and educational purposes within the meaning of Section 501 (c) (6) of the Internal Revenue Code. No part of the Chapters net earnings will issue to the benefit of any individual. This Chapter is not organized to engage in any activity ordinarily conducted for profit.

ELECTION, TERMS AND OFFICES:

Section I Officers

The officers of the Chapter shall be a President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. No more than two member(s) of a representative insurance company, specific government agency or employee of the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) may hold office at the same time, excepting the office of Treasurer. The Treasurer and one other employee of the same company may also hold office as an officer or member of the Board of Directors. The Treasurer and the 2nd member of a representative insurance company, specific government agency or employee of the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) shall abstain from voting on all matters to ensure that each member – company retains only one vote as outlined in Article III Section V Voting- Paragraph 1.

Section II — Board of Directors

The Board of Directors shall include seven (7) members; five (5) of which will include the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and the outgoing President. The outgoing President will serve by appointment  for one (1) term only. This single term appointment will not restrict the ability of a person employed by the each company to run for any other office.

Section III — Terms of Office

1. Each officer or member of the Board of Directors shall hold office for two years from the time of their election, except for the Treasurer, whose term will be three years, and is renewable by vote of the Board of Directors for one year at a time.

Section IV — Vacancies

In the event of a vacancy occurring among the officers or the Board of Directors, the vacancy or vacancies shall be filled by appointment of the President. If the office of President becomes vacant, he or she will be replaced by the Vice President. Such newly appointed member or members of the Board shall hold office until the next annual election, or for the remaining period of the unexpired term they may have assumed.

Section V — Election

1. Nominations for officers and members of the Board of Directors shall take place at the meeting of the Chapter three months prior to the month in which the Annual FIFEC Seminar is held.

2. Officers and members of the Board of Directors shall be elected at the meeting of the Chapter one month prior to the month in the Annual FIFEC Seminar is held, and take office on the last day of the seminar.

Section VI — Committee Members

1. The Committee chairperson shall be appointed by the President with the approval of a majority vote of the Board of Directors. The function of each committee will be dictated by the President and/or Board of Directors of the Chapter.

A. There shall be five Standing Committees:

1. Membership

2. Election

3. Legislation

4. Law Enforcement Liaison

5. Program and Training

B. The President may appoint any Special Committees deemed necessary.

2. The Committee chairperson shall appoint as many members as deemed necessary to carry out the objectives of the committee.

GOVERNMENT

Section I — Board of Directors

The government of the Chapter shall be vested in the Board of Directors. A majority of the members of the Board shall constitute a quorum.

Section II — Duties and Powers

The Board shall have the full power to initiate and transact all types of business necessary to the existence of the Chapter and the observance of these purposes. The Board of Directors shall have the general powers to direct, control, and supervise the affairs of the Chapter. The President of the Chapter shall serve as the Chairperson of the Board of Directors and shall only vote in the case of a tie.

Section 3 — President 

The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Chapter. It shall be the President’s responsibility to supervise and coordinate the activities of the organization and to preside at meetings of the Chapter and Board of Directors, to appoint appropriate committees for the conduct of the activities of the chapter and to appoint officers or members of the Board of Directors when vacancies arise.

Section 4 - Vice President

In the absence of the President the Vice President shall assume the duties and powers of the Chief Executive Officer 

Section 5 — Secretary

The Secretary shall keep the records and minutes of the Chapter, maintain a current role of membership, and retain possession of the Constitution and By-Laws, and all other documents of value. It shall the Secretary’s duty to receive and acknowledge all communications addressed to the Chapter and its officers and any other special duties assigned by the President.

Section 6 — Treasurer

The Treasurer shall be the sole depositor of Chapter funds. Any funds to be disbursed will be authorized by the Board of Directors and shall be issued upon joint signature of an officer or Board Member and the Treasurer. The Treasurer shall render a complete summary of all income, disbursements, and balances whenever requested by the Board of Directors and to the members at each Chapter meeting.

Petty cash in an amount of fifty dollars ($50.OO) may be maintained by the Treasurer, and spent in an appropriate manner.

MEETINGS:

Section I — Meetings

The Board of Directors shall determine the time and location of the meetings of the Chapter and inform the membership of such meetings. The membership shall be informed at least thirty (30) days in advance of the Chapter meeting in which the annual election of officers and Board members shall occur.

The Board of Directors shall conduct meetings at least four (4) times per year (once per quarter)

Meetings shall be conducted according to Roberts Rules of Order.

Section 2 — Special Meetings

Special meetings may be called by order of the Board of Directors. Members shall be given due notice at least seven (7) days in advance.

FINANCE:

Section 1 - Fees and Dues

Fees and dues will be determined by a majority vote of the Board of Directors. Dues shall be submitted with each membership application and will not be pro-rated. Dues are payable the first meeting after the completion of the dues process of the International Association of Special Investigative Units.

Section 2 - Fiscal Year

The fiscal year shall be January 1 to December 31.

Section 3 - Grants

Any grant or financial aid received by the Chapter shall be handled within the terms set out by the donor. No grant or financial aid will be accepted that is not compatible with the goals or purposes of the Chapter. The Board of Directors will determine the acceptability of such grants.

AMENDMENTS:

Section 1 — Requirements

This constitution may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the Chapter by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members present, providing:

A. The proposed amendment is presented in a form consistent without conflict to the Constitution and By-Laws of the Chapter.

B. The proposed amendment shall be disseminated to the general membership for review at least thirty (30) days prior to the next regular or special meeting of the Chapter in which the vote on the amendment will be made.

C. Voting requirements shall be consistent with those required for the election of officers.

Amended 02/21/2006
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